
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Reviews. 103 

ever, does not seem the chief demand of the book ; this de- 
mand is that we awake to the fact that we Americans, who 
need most an understanding of history, have the least, and 
that, like the heathen in his blindness, we are still not con- 
scious of our condition. George Clifton Edwards. 



GREAT NAVAL CONTESTS. 

Twenty Famous Naval Battles — Salamis to Santiago. By Edward 
Kirk Rawson, Professor U. S. Navy, Superintendent Naval War Rec- 
ords. Boston and New York: T. Y. Crowell & Co. 1899. 8vo, 2 vols, 
pp. xxx, 344; vi, 385. 

It would be hard to name any recent book better fitted for 
gift purposes, whether at the holiday season or at any other 
time, than the popular and attractive work the title of 
which is given above. Indeed, the sumptuous appearance 
of these volumes ought to delight any book lover, and cer- 
tainly these are days when nearly every Anglo-Saxon, save 
a few grumbling reactionaries, is interested in tracing the 
history of the exploits of his race upon the sea. In his 
justifiable endeavor to furnish Creasy's famous book with a 
companion Prof. Rawson has chosen battles the impor- 
tance of which no one can contest. If it is rather early to 
be writing calmly about the battles of Manila Bay and San- 
tiago, still no one can doubt that they are likely to be in- 
cluded in any list of twenty battles made in the near future 
by a competent hand. Manila Bay will doubtless lose 
some of its luster — one-sided battles always do — and Dew- 
ey's success may some day be set down to talent rather than 
to genius comparable to Nelson's, but of one thing we may 
be certain — the battle, like that of Santiago, was unique, 
although Prof. Rawson does show that in many respects it 
suggests the battle of Gibraltar, in 1607, when the Dutch, 
under Van Heemskerk, destroyed the Spanish squadron. 

There seems to be little criticism in Prof. Rawson's later 
chapters, and this is doubtless well, for until the rancorous 
friends of Admirals Schley and Sampson subside, and the 
Dewey enthusiasts take their well-earned repose, criticism 
stands no chance of being heard, and may be unnecessarily 
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insulted. We shall imitate Prof. Rawson, and attempt little 
criticism of his book, which fills a temporary need, and 
may, for aught we know, prove also to possess permanent 
value. If any hostile criticism is passed upon it by foreign 
writers, they will need to clear themselves of the suspicion 
that they are jealous of the space occupied by the Pro- 
fessor's native country. Of his twenty battles from Salamis 
to Santiago, America figures in eight. We ourselves are 
not prepared to say, however, that he has erred in his 
judgment as to the fitness of a single battle for his pages. 
Other ancient sea fights besides Salamis and Actium are of 
great importance to the historian, but hardly to the readers 
these volumes will mainly reach. The battle between the 
Kearsarge and the Alabama is famous enough for inclusion, 
even though one feels that it settled no great issue, for the 
power of the Confederacy had been broken before. In 
other words, criticism of the kind we have hinted at is not 
needed, and the volumes may be heartily commended for 
the purposes of the general reader. 



BALZAC S OPINIONS. 

The Personal Opinions op Honore de Balzac. Translated by Katharine 
Prescott Wormeley. Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1899. 

This very handsome book forms Volume XXXIII. of the 
Centenary Edition of Miss Wormeley's well-known transla- 
tion of the works of Balzac. With the previously published 
memoir it admirably supplements the volumes of the " Human 
Comedy," which have already gained so many readers for 
the great Frenchman, and are likely in this delightful edi- 
tion to gain him many more. Miss Wormeley has recognized 
the fact that the five large volumes containing Balzac's cor- 
respondence and miscellaneous writings would be at present 
caviare to the general, but she has not erred in thinking that 
a book of selections from these volumes would be welcomed 
by many readers. 

She seems to us to have accomplished her task success- 
fully. In lieu of a preface she translates M. Brunetiere's 



